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Response to Comment Letter I63 

Judith Dupree 

February 11, 2014 

I63-1 The County of San Diego (County) acknowledges the 

commenter’s opposition to the Proposed Project. 

Existing infrastructure projects in the East County, 

such as the Sunrise Powerlink, were taken into 

account in the environmental analysis of the Draft 

Program Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR) as 

part of the baseline environmental setting in the 

vicinity of the Project. 

I63-2 The County acknowledges the commenter’s concerns 

related to impacts to wildlife and vegetation, 

groundwater resources, and aesthetics, as well as 

potential hazards created by the Proposed Project, 

including magnetic energy and transmission. The 

County has considered and addressed these impacts in 

the DPEIR. Based on the environmental evaluation, it 

has been determined that the Proposed Project would 

have a less than significant impact to biological 

resources, including wildlife and vegetative 

communities, with the implementation of mitigation 

(DPEIR Chapter 2.3).  With regard to groundwater, see 

Sections 3.1.5.3.4, Groundwater Resources, and 

3.1.9.3.1, Water, as well as common response WR1 and 

WR2. The Proposed Project was analyzed for impacts 

to groundwater, and it was determined that impacts 
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would be less than significant impact. Related to scenic 

highways and the commenter’s concern for visual 

degradation, the County acknowledges that the Project 

would have certain significant and unavoidable impacts 

on visual resources (DPEIR Chapter 2.1). See response 

to comment I17-5 for details related to landscaping 

requirements to reduce visual impacts.  Potential 

hazards are addressed in Chapter 3.1.4 of the DPEIR 

and it was determined that the Proposed Project would 

have a less than significant impact related to hazards. A 

discussion related to electric and magnetic fields is 

provided in Section 3.1.4.5; please also refer to 

Appendix 9.0-1 of the DPEIR. The appendix consists of 

memorandum prepared by Asher R. Sheppard, PhD to 

support the electric and magnetic fields information 

provided in the DPEIR and to provide addition detail on 

the subject matter.  The memorandum concludes that 

EMF from the Proposed Project are highly localized 

and pose no known concern for human health.      

I63-3 This comment does not raise an environmental issue. 

This topic was not evaluated in the DPEIR since it is 

not related to environmental impacts (see 14 CCR 

15131). However, the information in this comment 

will be provided in the FPEIR for review and 

consideration by the decision makers. 

I63-4 This comment concludes the letter and does not raise 

an environmental issue. 


